Behavioral toxicity of acute and subacute exposure to triethyltin in the rat.
The behavioral effects of both acute and subacute triethyltin (TET) exposure were examined in the rat. Animals acutely exposed to TET at doses of 0, 1.5 and 3.0 mg/kg showed a dose-related decrease in motor activity when tested between 2 and 4 hr following exposure. Subacute (3 week) exposure to TET in the drinking water (5 or 10 ppm) resulted in performance decrements in the following: maze activity, open field behavior, acoustic startle response and landing foot-spread. Early signs of behavioral deficits were observed 2 weeks after 10 ppm TET. These effects were reversible within one month after termination of exposure.